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Abstract 


Economic And Agricultural Importance Of Southern Greater 


Syria(Belad Al Sham) In The First And Second Abbasid Periods 
(132 - 447 A.H/749-1055 A.D) 
Prepared by 
Intisar Rasheed Salloum 
Supervised by 


Prof. Dr. Youssuf Hasan Ghawanmeh 


Southern Belad al-Sham(Greater Syria) played important part in 
the economic life throughout various historical periods, because of its 
significant geographical location, which made it connecting link between 
Egypt, Greater Syria as a whole, Iraq and North Africa. It was the only 
major natural land passage leading to the Holy places. Thus it was a 
meeting point for in coming and out going trade caravans Aylah or 
Aqaba, it must be added, is the outlet of southern Greater Syria to the red 
sea which links it with the Indian Ocean and the far east. There are 
seaports on the Mediterranean coast like Arce, Jaffa, Gaza and Akka 


which lead to western and southern Europe. 


This area i.e. southern Belad al-Sham, was the center of trade 
exchanges between the east and the west, which brought about a trading 


boost in southern Belad al-Sham. 


In addition to the distinguished geo-strategical location, there are 


other merits enjoyed by south Belad al-Sham like the diversity of climate 
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and terrain: such as the coastal plain, mountain, Ghor(Jordan Valley 
Below sea- level) and desert. Further more, the soil is fertile especially in 
the southern part of Belad al-Sham, which led to the diversity in the 
crops. It was also well-known for its strategic agricultural crops like 
wheat. Balga and Amman. Fore example, were described as the “mine of 


wheat” because of plentiful production. 


Diversity of agricultural crops gave rise to different agricultural 
industries like sugar and soap. In addition there were several minerals like 
marble in Beit Jibril and sulphur in the Ghor (Jordan Valley), salt in the 
Dead sea and other mines. This of course raised the economic and 


commercial status of the region. 


The inhabitants of this region played an important role in 
exploiting these economic resources through their agricultural and 
industrial activity. These in habitants of southern Belad al-Sham were 
composed of Arabs who came from many tribes and some Byzantines 
who preferred to stay after the Muslim Arabs conquered the country. 
Three religious predominated in the area: Islam, Christianity and 
Judaism. After the Muslim conquest Islam prevailed in the entire Greater 
Syria, but the other religions there enjoyed the respect and protection of 
Muslims. 

The reason why I chose this subject of economic and social 
importance of southern Greater Syria during the first and second Abbasid 
periods(132-447 A.H, 749-1055 A.D) is that there has been no previous 
independent study of this subject. Through this study I have tried to high 
light the economic importance of the region and its major agricultural 
crops in addition to the minerals and minerals industries, and the role of 
the inhabitants in this economic prosperity of both Palestine and 


TransJordan, drawing on the writings of Arab and Muslim Geographers 
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and travellers who visited the area during the period covered by the 
research. 

It should be noted, however, that Palestine has a special religious 
importance because of the Muslim and Christian holy places there. This 
has encouraged tourism from outside, which in turn led to more economic 
yield and active trade. It was natural of course that this was positively 


reflected on the economic life and resources of the people. 


I divided the study into four chapters: 


Chapter One discussed the name, meaning and derivation of 
“Sham” (Greater Syria), “Jordan” and “ Palestine”. Then I moved to the 
historical topography of southern Belad al-Sham, its administrative 
partitions, the geographical boundaries of the area, and then its historical 
significance during the Umayyad and the first and second Abbasid 


periods. 


Chapter Two dealt with the types and categories of agricultural 
land, the system of it utilization, the major agricultural crops and 
industries based on them. 

Chapter Three was about the internal or domestic trade through 
the markets of different types held in the region, foreign trade, the role of 
southern Belad al-Sham in connecting the east with the west without 
forgetting religious tourism. The chapter also dealt with mineral, glass 
and textile industries and the weights and measurements known to the 
region. 

Chapter Four was devoted to society in southern Greater Syria. It 
was mainly concerned with groups and communities, their vocations and 


way of life, religious sects, most significant customs and traditions, foods 
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and drinks for which people were famous and which are still known to us 


nowadays. 


The study came to the following conclusions: 


During the first and second Abbasid periods Southern Greater 
Syria or South Belad al-Sham enjoyed a great deal of economic and 
agricultural prosperity. 

The geographical location had also a considerable effect on the 
routes and courses taken by the trade caravans which were a connecting 


link between the east and the west and exchange of commodities between 


both sides. 

On the other hand, the diversity and plentiful production of 
agricultural crops was instrumental in giving rise to agricultural industries 
that distinguished this area from others, especially because the products 
were highly demanded by different countries. In this context, one must 
not forget the part played by religious shrines and holy places of the three. 
monotheist religions in promoting religious tourism and boosting. the 
economy of the region. 

Probably another point deserves notice here, i.e. the social side. 
Many of the present families and clans that live in different parts of 
Palestine and transJordan are only extensions and offshoots of the Arab 
tribes which lived either before or after the Muslim conquest. Many 
habits and traditions observed by us now are mere extension and survival 
of those followed and practised by our ancestors that were handed down 
to them through generations but, of course, with certain difference which 
keep abreast of developments. For, after all, we are only an extension of 


our Arab and Muslim predecessors and ancestors. 
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